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A CHURCHWIDE MOVEMENT INTO  

A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF WORSHIP 
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READ Joshua 2:1-14 

Her heart was beating loudly as Joshua and his men approached her place of 

business. Rahab knew they were there to scout out Jericho: in fact, the whole 

town had heard of what happened at the Red Sea and with destruction of Sihon 

and Og, and they were all trembling in fear. Her profession as a prostitute didnôt 

matter in that moment.  She knew that the God of Joshua wasnôt one to play 

games with, and she wanted to do the right thing. She recognized God was at 

work, believed, and made the decision then and there to protect those men and 

be used by God where she was planted. 

Worship isnôt just singing songs on Sunday morning. So many times we revert 

back to that aspect of worship, but it is so much more. It can be giving our time, 

talents, & tithes as well as obeying what God asks us to do for Him on this 

earth. Sometimes that means sticking up for whatôs right in the workplace or 

making a decision to be faithful to the Lordôs cause no matter what it could cost 

you. 

Rahab was hand-picked by God to protect Joshua and the spies and became 

part of His plan in the process. It didnôt matter what her profession was when 

she answered that call. She couldôve also chosen NOT to obey, but she knew 

the consequences would be devastating. Because she ñdid the right thingò, the 

Lord spared her and her family, ultimately changing the trajectory of her family 

tree for generations to come, even to the point of allowing her to be part of the 

lineage of Jesus Christ.  

God can use ANYONE for His purposes, no matter where you are planted. 

Verse 25 states that she moved to Israel after Jerichoôs fall. Not much else is 

said about her, but I would assume that her decision to follow the Lord in that 

moment--an act of WORSHIP--affected how she lived life afterward, probably 

even professionally. An appointment with the Lord ALWAYS changes us for the 

better, making us want to live our lives in an even more worshipful manner than 

before. 

 --Is there something that the Lord has asked you to do that you havenôt yet           

done, perhaps out of fear or pride? 

Prayer: Father, as I go through my day and the never ending list of items I 

need to accomplish, remind me of the ñbetter thingsòéthose meetings and 

items that YOU have ordained for me to do. Allow me to be able to worship you 

not only with my voice, but also with my obedience and in my actions. Change 

my life to reflect the love I have for You as a continuous session of the worship 

that You deserve. Amen. 

Jennifer Cagle 
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ñLoving Othersò 

This family devotion intends to do two things: 

+ Challenge you to be obedient to God and pursue loving others 

+ Encourage you to invest in others without regard for reciprocation 

Read 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

In Mark 12:30, Jesus said the greatest commandment is to ñlove the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 

your strength.ò The next greatest thing we are to do with our lives is to ñlove 

your neighbor as yourself.ò Letôs be honest, loving oneôs self comes naturally. 

Itôs easy to pursue what makes us comfortable, happy, and fulfilled. 

Jesusô command is that we look out for the well being of others just like we do 

for ourselves. 

How can you be more aware of the needs of others inside and outside the body 

of Christ? Make a commitment today to actively listen to others. When you ask 

someone how he is doing, slow down and really listen. Ask some probing ques-

tions to see if there is an area of need that God wants you to minister to. Maybe 

a lost person will share burdens and spiritual needs with you. What a great op-

portunity that would be to share the hope that is found only in Jesus. 

Allow God to love others through you today and see the difference it makes in 

others, and in your heart and life. 
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Devotion Objective: 
+ Understand the priority of worship 
+ Understand the Person we worship 
+ Understand the promise of worship 
The Priority of Worship:  
Worship is not the slow song that the choir sings.  Worship is not the amount you 
place in the offering basket.  Worship is not volunteering in childrenôs church.  Yes, 
these may be acts or expressions of worship, but they do not define what true wor-
ship really is.  There are numerous definitions of the word worship.  Yet, one in partic-
ular encapsulates the priority we should give to worship as a spiritual discipline.  Wor-
ship is to honor with extravagant love and extreme submission (Websterôs Diction-
ary, 1928). 
We worship God because He is God. True worship, in other words, is defined by the 
priority we place on who God is in our lives and where God is on our list of priorities.  
True worship is a matter of the heart expressed through a lifestyle of holiness.  Thus 
if your lifestyle does not express the beauty of holiness through an extravagant or 
exaggerated love for God, and you do not live in extreme or excessive submission to 
God, then I invite you to make worship a non-negotiable priority in your life. 
We worship God because He is God.  Period.  Our extravagant love and extreme 
submission to the Holy One flows out of the reality that God loved us first.  It is highly 
appropriate to thank God for all the things He has done for us.  However, true wor-
ship is shallow if it is solely an acknowledgement of Godôs wealth.  Psalms 96:5-6 
says, ñFor all the gods of the nations are idiots, but the LORD made the heavens.  
Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and glory are in His sanctuary.ò  In 
other words, our worship must be toward the One who is worthy simply because of 
His identity as the Omnipotent, Omniscient, and Omnipresent One, and not just be-
cause God is wealthy and able to meet our needs and answer our prayers.  We 
must focus our practice of worship on the worthiness of God and not His wealthi-
ness. 
The Person We Worship:  
Think about this: Would you continue to worship God if, from this day forward, Godôs 
miraculous signs and wonders were not so profoundly evident in your life?  Would 
God still be worthy of your worship?  Or is your worship completely dependent upon 
the abundance of Godôs blessings upon your life?  Do you only worship God for 
what He can do for you? 
The Promise of Worship: 
Because of our Godôs unimaginable generosity toward us, God, in all of His glory, 
chooses to respond to us through our worship.  This is the promiseðthat when we 
worship God with extravagant love and extreme submission, God will come and 
commune with us.  The promise is not that we will feel great or that our heavy load 
will be lifted, but that God will come.  And when God comes in His own time as a 
response to our worship, Psalm 96:13 declares, ñLet all creation rejoice before the 
LORD, for He comes, He comes to judge the earth.  He will judge the world in right-
eousness and the peoples in His faithfulness.ò 
 
Tom Wilson 
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As a family, read the scripture from todayôs sermon and answer the ques-
tions below. 

 

 

 
+ What does it mean when the scripture says that our body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit? 

 

+ How can our family honor one another and God by the things we 
think, say and do? 

 

 

 

+  How can our family ñglorify Godò with our lives? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 




